
’96 Kimberly Van Winkle and Scott Jones  
 are proud to announce the birth of their 

daughter Emma Katherine Jones, who was born on 
December 1, 2011. The family resides in Arlington, MA.

’97 Rosemarie Dixon ’97G recently took the  
 new position of manager of Annual Giving 

and Donor Relations at Homes for Our Troops 
(HFOT), a national non-profit based in Taunton, 
MA, that builds specially adapted homes for 
severely injured veterans at no cost to the veterans. 
HFOT has built 108 homes since 2004 all across the 
country, allowing veterans to be more independent 
and comfortable in their homes, which are specially 
designed for their specific injuries—and they are on 
their way to the next 100.

’98 Elaine Bridge ’98G was recently named  
 the interim Chief Operating Officer at 

Newton-Wellesley Hospital. Bridge is the hospital’s 
chief nursing officer and has been a member of the 
executive management team for the past 12 years. 
She oversees the delivery of all inpatient and outpa-
tient care for medical, surgical, critical care, hospital-
ists, OB/GYN, pediatrics, psychiatry, perioperative 
services, adult and pediatric GI, emergency depart-
ment, urgent care center, specialty clinics, quality 
and safety, pharmacy, clinical education, simulation 
center and nursing informatics.

’00 Orazio Azzarello is the recipient of this 
  year’s annual Greg Montalbano Memorial 

Award, presented during the Old Time Baseball 
game in North Cambridge. Azzarello is a 36-year-
old former Medford High star, who pitched at 
Framingham State. He works with the Office of 
Alumni Relations each spring to coordinate the 
annual alumni baseball game.

’01 Jane R. Gately ’01G is the new principal  
 at MacArthur Elementary School in 

Waltham, MA.

’02 Jaclyn (Neill) Walmsley '02 and  
 Robert Walmsley '01 wish to announce  

the birth of their children; Reagan Leigh Walmsley 
and Ryder Stephen Walmsley. The twins were born  
on July 9, 2012.

’05 Rachel Kahn was married in October  
 2009 and last year started a new job at  

Our Future Learning Center, Inc.

Philip B. Krall married Kerri Corbett in August 
2011. The happy couple met during their time at 
Framingham State. 

Fantasy author Lauren Grimley ’05G says she 
rediscovered her passion for writing while 
earning her master’s degree in Language and 
Literacy at Framingham State.

Her debut novel, Unforeseen, a thrilling urban 
fantasy about a young heroine named Alex 
Crocker, hit bookshelves earlier this year. 
Grimley says she’s enjoyed writing for as long 
as she can remember, but the idea of publish-
ing a novel never even occurred to her after 
she graduated from Boston University in 
2002 with a bachelor’s degree in English 
Education. She quickly took a job as a middle 
school English teacher in Southborough, MA. 
The next year, Grimley entered the Language 
and Literacy Program at FSU. She says  
the program not only helped her become  
a better teacher, but also rekindled her 
passion for writing.

“As a reading and writing teacher, I wouldn’t 
be where I am now if not for that program,” 
says Grimley, who still teaches Language 
Arts and Reading in Southborough. “The 
methods courses also sparked my love of 
writing. I started really focusing on writing 
again after graduating.”

In 2010, Grimley came up with the idea  
for a fantasy novel about a heroine who 
possesses a special gift that gets her mixed 
up in a world of vampires. The result is 
Unforeseen, which was published by 
Malachite Quills Publishing. Nowadays  
when people hear vampire fantasy, they 
immediately think of the Twilight series.  
But Grimley says her writing style is more 
similar to Charlaine Harris, author of The 
Southern Vampire Mysteries series. She  
also credits the Harry Potter novels with 
turning her on to the fantasy genre.

Grimley says she shares some similar  
traits with Alex Crocker, her 26-year- 
old protagonist.

“Like me, she’s a teacher, which made it  
easier to include some realistic details, 
because I could draw on my own experi-
ences,” Grimley says. “But our personalities 
are not the same. She’s a little more brash  
than I am. I wanted a really strong character, 
not a damsel in distress.”

Grimley says she enjoyed coming up with  
her own take on vampire mythology and 
creating the backstories of her characters. 
She has already written a follow-up novel, 
Unveiled, which is due out early next year. 

Grimley’s books may be purchased at  
Barnes & Noble or online at amazon.com. 
Her website is www.laurengrimley.com

Debut Novel Unforeseen  
Hit Bookshelves in April

l auren grimley ’05g
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i n m emor i a m

are you getting married or starting a new 
job? Do you have a new bundle of joy or  
did you publish your work? 

Share your news and photos with  
the University and fellow alumni.  
each class note should include your  
full name and year of graduation from 
Framingham State.

Submit your class notes to  
publications@framingham.edu 

class notes can also be faxed to  
508-626-4036

Questions? call us at  
508-626-4012

Of Special Note...
m ich a el 
fr edet te ’00 – 
succe s s at hom e 
a n d a broa d

Just a dozen years into his 
teaching career, Michael 
Fredette has already 
experienced more than 
many people do over the 
course of their entire career. 

A semester spent abroad in Australia 
sparked Fredette’s interest in teaching 
internationally and played a role in his 
decision to accept a teaching position  
in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, shortly after he 
graduated from Framingham State in 2000. 

“It was the best decision I ever made,” says 
Fredette, who remained in the country for 
five years. “I came back fluent in Spanish.  
I have Bolivian friends who remain a part  
of my life, and my wife is Bolivian. We have  
two children.”

He returned to the United States with the 
desire to become an elementary school 
principal. After earning his master’s degree  
at UMass Amherst, Fredette was hired as 
principal at New Hingham Elementary 
School in Chesterfield, MA, where he spent 
five years. This summer, he took his next 
major career step, accepting the principal 
position at Mapleshade Elementary School  
in East Longmeadow, MA.

“This position is definitely a professional 
growth opportunity for me,” he says.  

“The school is larger, and I see it as a 
tremendous opportunity and challenge.”    

Fredette says he has no regrets about  
his career path or his decision to attend 
Framingham State.

“The Education department at Framingham 
State is excellent,” Fredette says. “When  
I’m hiring, seeing Framingham State on the 
résumé makes a person stand out, and it’s  
not because I’m an alum. The University  
has an excellent reputation.”

Dorothy Burns ’30 — April 27, 2012

Eleanor (Mayo) Fletcher ’37 — May 1, 2009

Frances (Halpin) Sherman ’37 — May 17, 2008

Paula (Ahtio) Smith ’39, ’72G — April 9, 2012

Barbara (Gurney) Ryan ’43 — April 26, 2011

Rubye (Haffer) Finger ’44 — April 16, 2012

Margaret (Cassidy) Manship ’44 — Feb. 13, 2012

Phyllis (Beach) Bain ’45 — Jan. 22, 2012

Solange Sullivan ’48 — Feb. 28, 2012

Eleanor (Craig) Landry ’51 — April 10, 2012

Christina (Bugbee) Nelson ’62 — Oct. 28, 2011

Mildred (Freedman) Freeman ’64 — July 12, 2011

Paul Linscott Jr. ’64G — June 17, 2010

Nancy (Thoren) MacDonald ’65 — June 4, 2012

Nancy J. Heron ’67 — March 29, 2012

Paula Draper ’68 — April 30, 2012

Patrick G. Aja ’72 — Jan. 1, 2010

Thomas Crossman Jr. ’73G — Sept. 19, 2008

Thomas E. Desilets ’74 — April 15, 2012

Margaret (Cook) Tristan ’76G — April 14, 2012

William H. Watson ’76 — May 18, 2012

Paula (Rogers) Henry ’77 — March 2, 2012

Mary T. Friel ’78 — April 20, 2012

Barbara P. Mitchell ’80, ’82G — May 2, 2007

Janine Sullivan ’83 — March 28, 2012

Steven D. Waugh ’84 — April 18, 2012

Lynn (Chernicky) Schimp ’87 — June 2, 2012 

Alanna (Masterson) DeMella ’07 — March 18, 2012

class notes Submissions

Capt. Michael Gagnon of the United States Marine 
Corps. was recently a guest of State Sen. Richard 
T. Moore, D-Uxbridge, at the Massachusetts State 
House. Capt. Gagnon received the invitation after  
returning home from his third deployment to 
Afghanistan, where he led a team of about 20  
men in the construction of a helicopter-landing  
zone for special operations. 

’09 Christina Bonnevie married Ari 
 Goldschneider on September 17, 2011,  

at Ballymeade Country Club in Falmouth.  
Bonnevie is employed as a childcare provider. 

’10 Tanya Fortini is engaged to Robert   
 Billings. Fortini is currently employed by 

Town & Country Legal Associates in Natick, MA. 

Caitlin Meagher recently gave a presentation at 
Rochester Memorial School on how hormones  
work inside the body, the effects of sleep deprivation 
and nutrition’s role in learning. Since September 
2011, Meagher has served as food service director 
for the Old Rochester Regional School District, 
Mattapoisett, MA. She has been working on  
providing better nutrition in the schools.

Amanda Lefebvre recently accepted a new job  
as an admissions representative at the American  
Career Institute.

’11  Alethea Previte ’11G was recently named  
 director of Human Resources at Lenze 

Americas, a leading global manufacturer of electrical 
and mechanical drives, motion control, and automa-
tion technology.
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New Staff Members in the 
Office of Development and 
Alumni Relations 

Framingham State 
University is pleased to 
announce the hiring of 
Margot Early as director  
of Annual Giving and  
Erin Ryder as campaign  
director in the Office  
of Development and  
Alumni Relations. 

Early has more than  
15 years of experience 
working in higher 
education, including  
10 years working within 
development offices.  
She comes to Framingham 
State from The Johns 
Hopkins University, where 
she had been serving  
as associate director of 

Development, in the Office of Annual 
Giving since 2008. In that role,  
she managed the fundraising and 
engagement activities for alumni  
and reunion programs. 

Ryder comes to FSU from the St. Francis 
House, where as senior philanthropy 
officer she was central to the organiza-
tion’s recently completed $15 million 
campaign. Prior to that, Ryder was the 
director of Development at The Second 
Step, a non-profit organization that 
assists adult and child survivors of 
Domestic Violence. 

“We are thrilled to have Margot and Erin 
onboard with us,” says Eric Gustafson, 
executive director of Advancement and 
Alumni Relations at FSU. “They both 
bring a broad range of knowledge and 
experience to their respective positions. 
We expect them to be valuable additions 
to our team as we continue to grow our 
fundraising efforts.”

Framingham State has been awarded a  
$1.68 million grant from the U.S. Department 
of Education that will solidify the University’s 
position as a statewide leader in developing 
master’s level teachers who are highly  
qualified to support ELL (English Language 
Learners) populations.  

The University applied for the five-year  
grant through the National Professional 
Development Program (NPDP), in  
partnership with Wachusett Regional  
School District, Cambridge Public Schools 
and Marlboro Public Schools.  

The grant money will be used to pay tuition 
for 40 teachers to earn their master’s degrees 
in Teaching English as a Second Language 
(TESL) at Framingham State University.  
The money also will be used to provide 
professional development to a minimum  
of 300 teachers from the partner school 
districts. Framingham State will work with 
these school districts to establish a cross-
district collaborative Advisory Council as 
well as a data collection method to allow  
the University to track the progress of the 
program participants for up to three years 
after the program is completed. 

The grant was submitted by Dr. Marguerite 
Mahler, coordinator and advisor to 
Framingham State’s master’s degree TESL 
program, in collaboration with Kelley Gangi, 
curriculum supervisor at Wachusett Regional 
School District. 

“This grant should expand graduate program 
enrollment by establishing the University  
as the statewide leader in developing teachers 
who are highly qualified in supporting the 
English Language Learner population,”  
Dr. Mahler says. 

She believes that it’s critical for the state  
to improve instruction for ELL students  
in order to close the achievement gap and 
increase graduation rates among that group. 
Nearly 10 percent of all students in pre-
kindergarten through 12th grade have  
limited proficiency in English, according to  
a study by the U.S. Department of Education.  
The work to improve qualifications of 
ELL-certified teachers has been slow, as 
professional development is not always  
accessible to teachers in all school districts. 

“This grant comes at a critical time for the 
state,” Mahler says. “It should go a long  
way toward improving instruction for this 
growing segment of students.” 

FSU Receives $1.68 Million Grant 
to Improve Instruction for English 
Language Learners

“It should go a long way toward 
improving instruction for this 
growing segment of students.”

Margot early

erin ryder



Alumni Association 
Creates a Lasting Legacy 
with New Scholarship

The Framingham State Alumni Association Board of Directors has 
created a new student scholarship fund that they hope will serve as a  
call-to-action for alumni who cherished their time at the University.

“I think that supporting this scholarship is a wonderful way to remember 
where you came from and help those who are here today,” says Susan 
Alessandri ’91, chair of the new Alumni Association Board of Directors 
Scholarship Committee. 

Having the Alumni Association take ownership of a scholarship is 
unprecedented at Framingham State, according to Peter Salenius ’90,  
a current member and former president of the Alumni Association  
Board of Directors. 

“We believe that this is an opportunity to create a lasting legacy,” Salenius 
says. “This scholarship is something future boards will be able to carry  
on and hopefully grow.”

The Alumni Association Board of Directors is a diverse group of  
volunteers charged with supporting alumni engagement and promoting 
the University. The association’s president, Ralph Eddy ’96, says he 
believes that it is important for the group to lead by example when it 
comes to giving back to the University. 

“Every member of the Alumni Association board has pledged to support 
this scholarship,” says Eddy. “We think it sends a notable message about  
our overall commitment to the University.” 

The endowed scholarship will go to a student in good academic standing 
who has completed at least four semesters at Framingham State and who 
has demonstrated a high level of engagement in the FSU community.  

“It’s pretty broad in terms of the type of student, but it was important to  
all of us that the student be actively involved in the campus community,” 
Alessandri says. “We’re hoping to help out students who will go on to  
be active alums following graduation.”

The first scholarship will be awarded this academic year.

“My hope is that anyone who cherished their time at Framingham State 
will give, but especially those who haven’t given in the past and might see 
this as an opportunity to get involved now,” Salenius says. “Collectively, 
alumni can have a huge impact on the University and its students.”

Anyone interested in making a gift to the Alumni Association Scholarship 
Fund may call the Office of Development and Alumni Relations at 
508-626-4012. To make a gift online, visit www.framingham.edu/give. 

peter sa l e n i us ’90 & r a l ph eddy ’96

I think that supporting this 
scholarship is a wonderful 
way to remember where you 
came from and help those 
who are here today. 



Children’s Literature Festival
t h u r sday,  nov.  1 ,  2 01 2  |  3  p.m.

This year’s Children’s Literature Festival at Framingham State University 
features renowned artist Jerry Pinkney and award-winning author Joyce 
Sidman. The event includes book signings, lectures and workshops about  
the latest developments in the craft.

New York City Alumni Sightseeing and Shopping Trip
sat u r day,  dec .  1 ,  2 01 2 

Departs Framingham State University at 7 a.m. sharp. Return trip leaves  
from Bryant Park, NYC, at 6:30 p.m. $60 per person; includes luxury motor 
coach transportation, a New York City survival kit and a $10 contribution  
to the FSU annual fund.

Alumni Holiday Ticket Sales for 2013  Boston Bruins
thursday, dec. 20,  2012 on ly |  begin n ing at 10 a.m.

See the Boston Bruins with a group of Framingham State alumni.  
Each game includes a pre-game reception in the Garden. Tickets are sold  
by phone ONLY and they go fast, so call early and often! 508-626-4687 
STRICT LIMIT of two tickets per alumnus. 

Winter Commencement 
sat u r day,  feb.  2 ,  2 013

The University will hold its annual Winter Commencement ceremonies  
for undergraduate and graduate students finishing their degrees in the 
summer, fall and winter. Alumni are encouraged to join the celebration!  

Alumni Activities in Florida 
m a rch 16 –19,  2 013 

Join alumni for activities throughout Florida. More details to come. 

Commencement and Alumni Reunion Weekend 
m ay 18  & 19 ,  2 013

The Framingham State University Alumni Association is hosting several 
fun-filled events for you and your classmates on campus. It’s the perfect 
opportunity to catch up with old friends, make new ones and learn about 
some of the exciting changes taking place at your alma mater.

100 State Street, PO Box 9101, Framingham, MA 01701–9101

For more information or to register for alumni events, 
contact the Office of Alumni Relations at 505-626-4012 
or alumni@framingham.edu.

Parents: If this issue of Framingham State Magazine is addressed to  
your son or daughter who now lives at a separate permanent address,  
please let us know. Call 508-626-4012 or email alumni@framingham.edu.

Purchase tickets for certain events online at  
www.framingham.edu/alumnievents 

Visit our fan page at  
www.facebook.com/framinghamstatealumni

Framingham State University is committed to sustainability and chose to print this magazine on Utopia 2 paper, which is 
certified to Forest Stewardship Council™ (FSC)® standards and contains a minimum of 10% post-consumer recovered fiber.
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